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 GOSPEL SUMMARY:  

 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus announces, “The hour has 
come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” But this 
glorification will take place only after his suffering 
and Death on the Cross. Jesus uses the example of 
a grain of wheat that only produces fruit when it 
falls to the ground and dies. He promises that 
those who die to themselves by serving him will 
know the reward of eternal life.   
 
REFLECTION FOR PARENTS:  
Draw a timeline of your life in five- or ten-year 
increments (from birth to age ten, from age ten to 
age twenty, from age twenty to age thirty, and so 
forth). Leave room on the timeline to note any 
experiences of suffering, pain, and sorrow that 
you recall. Perhaps one of your parents died at a 
young age, a favorite pet died, your childhood 
friend moved away, or you lost your job. 

 

After you complete your timeline, review it again 
and note the good that came after the times of 
suffering. Consider that two of the most 
important and most valuable lessons you can 
teach your children are to let go and to trust that 
good will come after or as a result of what may 
seem too difficult to bear.    
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BRINGING THE GOSPEL INTO YOUR FAMILY:  
Talk about recent or well-known news stories 
highlighting those who gave their lives so that 
others might live. Older family members will recall 
9/11, and younger children may remember special 
collections they took part in for victims of 
hurricanes, fires, floods, and other natural 
disasters. 
 

Go to organdonor.gov to find facts, inspiring real-
life stories, and educational tools useful for talking 
with your family about the ways organ donors give 
of their lives so that others might live. Encourage 
family members age eighteen and older to register 
to be organ donors. 
 

Pray for all who have given their lives so that 
others might live. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISCUSSION STARTERS:  
1. A time of suffering, pain, and sorrow in my life 
was when... 
2. As I look back on that time today, I feel... 
3. A time in my life when something good came 
out of something awful was... 
4. When I think of those who give their lives for 
others, I think of...   because...  

Reprinted with permission from www.FaithFirst.com, a Web 
resource of RCL Benziger, Cincinnati OH 

 
FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Please remember in your 
prayers: those who are 
sick and for those who 
love and minister to them 
–John Miceli, Gianna 
Ramzi, Francisco William, 
Stephanie Solomon, 
Antonio Sorbera, Bill Mattews, Vanessa Melone, 
Rosemarie Sorbera, Amelia Barroso, Joey 
Bagnato, Alicia Alvares, Charlie Abreu, Bill Cook.  
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VOCATION REFLECTION:   
Unless a seed first dries out and dies, it cannot be planted in the earth to grow. 
Unless we die to our selfish ways, we cannot expect to be people who will “lay 
down their lives for their friends”. If you think God is calling you to lay down 
your life as a priest, religious or deacon for His Church, call Fr. Matthew 
McCarthy, Director of Vocations, Archdiocese of Toronto.  
Tel No. 416-968-0997 Email vocations@archtoronto.org  
Website https://www.vocationstoronto.ca 
 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION:  
Heart Speaks to Heart. As we approach Holy Week, the readings begin to point 
towards Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. His sacrifice was a sacrifice of love done 
to reconcile us with God. It is through His sacrifice that we now live in the new 
covenant between God and humanity. In the first reading, God tells the 
prophet Jeremiah, “But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will 
write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” 

 

Through Jesus, a new covenant is formed. One that is not ruled by strict adherence to laws and 
regulations, but rather one that is based on living in the love of God. The Lord says that He will write the 
covenant on our hearts. For the Lord to insist on writing it on our hearts, He implies that this covenant 
will be extremely personal and intimate. 
 

As stewards, we are called into a deep relationship and friendship with God. St. John Henry Newman’s 
motto was “Cor ad cor loquitur”, or "Heart speaks unto heart." He fully understood the depths and 
importance of what it means to be in an intimate relationship with God. Do we likewise try to foster a 
personal relationship with Christ? Jesus’ life, death and resurrection forever changed the way we go to 
God in prayer. Let us strive to go to Him and bear our heart to Him, that we may be able to grow deeper 
in relationship with Christ. 
 

Summary: In the first reading, God tells the prophet Jeremiah, “But this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” For the Lord to insist on writing the 
law on our hearts, He implies that this covenant will be extremely personal and intimate. Let us strive to 
go to Him and bear our heart to Him, that we may be able to grow deeper in relationship with Christ. 
 

mailto:vocations@archtoronto.org
https://www.vocationstoronto.ca/
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EASTER FLOWERS IN THANKSGIVING OR MEMORY OF LOVED ONES: 
We have ordered an assortment of hydrangeas and lilies for Easter. If you would 
like to purchase one of these the cost is $20. The potted plants will adorn the altar 
at Easter and during the Easter season which lasts 50 days.  For further information 
please call the parish office. 
 

PREPARING OUR FAMILIES FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER: 
The crux of the Christian’s faith is the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. In just a few weeks we will gather on Easter Sunday to 
celebrate that life-changing event that occurred in the history of 
God’s sovereign plan to rescue and redeem a people for His 
praise. The week preceding Easter Sunday is traditionally 
referred to as Holy Week. It marks the end of Lent and reflects 
upon the final week of our Lord in His journey to the cross. It 
begins with Palm Sunday, leads up to Maundy Thursday, Good 

Friday and Holy Saturday, and finds it’s culmination on Resurrection Sunday. Each of these days within 
Holy Week depict a crucial event that occurred during Jesus’ final week of His earthly ministry. As we 
consider Holy Week and Easter Sunday, I submit that these times of reflection and celebration are made 
most meaningful and immensely sweeter when we prepare our hearts and minds together as families. 
Practically, it can be as simple as reading through the Gospel accounts of these events each day with our 
families beginning with Jesus’ Triumphal entry into Jerusalem and ending with the empty tomb and the 
ascension back with the Father. I pray your family will experience the fullness of Christ as you prepare for 
Holy Week and Easter.  
 

 
ST. JOHN VIANNEY, “Ask our Lord for the grace to think only of him and to desire only to please him in all 
you do during your whole life.” 
 

ST. JOHN VIANNEY, “If you invoke the Blessed Virgin Mary when you are tempted, she will come at once 
to your help, and Satan will leave you.” 
 

ST. JOSE ESCRIVA “Take a look now at Calvary. Jesus has died and there is as yet no sign of his glorious 
triumph. It is a good time to examine how much we really want to live as Christians, to be holy. Here is 
our chance to react against our weaknesses with an act of faith. We can trust in God and resolve to put 
love into the things we do each day. The experience of sin should lead us to sorrow. We should make a 
more mature and deeper decision to be faithful and truly identify ourselves with Christ, persevering, no 
matter what it costs, in the priestly mission that he has given every single one of his disciples. That mission 
should spur us on to be the salt and light of the world.” Christ is Passing By, 96 
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For your ongoing support of our parish, (including those for the St. Vincent de Paul) may be dropped off 

in person when the church is open for private prayer or sent through the mail. 
 

 
SUNDAY OFFERING ENVELOPES: 
A set of offering envelopes will be prepared for you to pick up at 
the parish office. 
 
PRE-AUTHORIZED GIVING: 
This new way of supporting the church is now being offered in our 
parish and many of our parishioners may find this method practical 
and convenient.   
 
PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE (416-759-9359) FOR THE WAY OF GIVING THAT IS RIGHT FOR YOU. 
 
DONATE NOW: 
Alternately we ask you to consider your support of the parish by a single or monthly donation through 
the “Donate now” button at Archdiocese of Toronto (archtoronto.org).  
 

https://community.archtoronto.org/
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