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GOSPEL SUMMARY:  
Jesus uses the image of a 
vine and its branches to help 
his listeners understand the 
interconnectedness and 
relationships between God 
the Father, Jesus, and all 
followers of Jesus. Jesus is 
the vine and we, the followers, are the branches 
that grow from that vine. The way we glorify God 
is by bearing much fruit and by becoming disciples 
of Jesus. 

 
REFLECTION FOR PARENTS:  
Today’s Gospel invites you to 
consider what you are doing 
in your domestic Church, the 
Church of your home, to 

remain connected to the vine (Jesus) and to the 
vine grower (God the Father). Have any attitudes, 
behaviors, choices, or practices crept into family 
life and weakened or broken your connection to 
Jesus, the vine? If so, what can you do to re-
establish or strengthen the connection?  

 
BRINGING THE GOSPEL INTO YOUR FAMILY:  
Bring your “Reflection for Parents” into a family 
discussion of what you are doing to remain strong 
in your connection to the vine (Jesus) and to the 
vine grower (God the Father). Then talk about 
things that are happening that could potentially 
weaken your connection to Jesus, the vine. For 
example, the Sunday sports 
schedule is taking 
precedence over attending 
Sunday Mass and religious 
education classes. Or, the 
busy pace of weeknights has 

crowded out time for family prayer at the end of the day. Make a plan to re-energize 
your connection to the vine, and work together to accomplish the plan! 

To register for Adoration please visit the parish website or click here. 

https://stlawrencemartyr.archtoronto.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040545afac2ba0ff2-adoration
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DISCUSSION STARTERS:  
Use today’s discussion time to take a walk 
together. Notice new growth on the trees and 
bushes, and pause in your walk to name ways you 
are growing in faith and bearing good fruit. 
Continue walking, and point out any dead branches 
or leaves that have fallen away from the trees. 
Pause to quietly pray for forgiveness for any ways 
in which you have turned away from Jesus, the 
vine. 
Reprinted with permission from www.FaithFirst.com, a Web 

resource of RCL Benziger, Cincinnati OH 

 
FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Please remember in your 
prayers: those who are sick and 
for those who love and minister 
to them –John Miceli, Gianna 
Ramzi, Francisco William, 
Stephanie Solomon, Antonio Sorbera, Bill Mattews, 
Vanessa Melone, Rosemarie Sorbera, Amelia 
Barroso, Joey Bagnato, Alicia Alvares, Charlie 
Abreu, Bill Cook, Tony Tersigni. 
 

VOCATION REFLECTION:   
Our second Scripture reading 
reminds us that we are to love, not 
in word and speech only, but in 
truth and action. If God is calling 
you to be a priest, religious, or 

permanent deacon, call Fr. Matthew McCarthy, 
Director of Vocations, Archdiocese of Toronto.  
Tel No. 416-968-0997  
Email vocations@archtoronto.org      
Website https://www.vocationstoronto.ca 

mailto:vocations@archtoronto.org
https://www.vocationstoronto.ca/
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STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION: 
Abiding in Christ: In today’s Gospel we are invited to 
reflect on the image of Jesus, the true vine. Jesus says 
“Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you unless you abide in me.” As stewards, there is much 
to be gleaned through reflecting on this passage. Firstly, 
Jesus desires to abide in us. He does this whenever we 
receive Him in the Eucharist. In the same way, we are 
called to abide in Him by prayerfully placing our very 

selves in His presence, whether it’s through praying in our rooms or before the Blessed Sacrament. This 
close relationship with Jesus is where our stewardship originates and is sustained. Jesus bluntly proclaims 
that we can do nothing without abiding in Him first.  
As stewards, more than the actual works we perform, we are giving other people Christ through our time 
and talents. We can only give what we have first received. Therefore, it is of paramount importance that 
we focus on our prayer life above all. For example, before we plan on giving our time to a fellow 
parishioner and journeying with them, let us say a prayer asking God for the strength to work through us. 
Similarly, before we offer up our talents through various ministries in the parish, we should try to say a 
prayer asking that our works may point others to Christ, not to ourselves. Therefore, through abiding in 
Christ we may share His love and presence with others.  
Summary: In today’s Gospel Jesus says “Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit  
by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.” We can abide in Jesus by 
placing ourselves in His presence whenever we pray and He likewise abides in us, especially through 
receiving Him in the Eucharist. This close relationship with Jesus is where our stewardship originates and 
is sustained so let us never fail to go to Him before we offer up our time and talents to the parish. 
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THE MONTH OF MAY is the "month which the piety 
of the faithful has especially dedicated to Our 
Blessed Lady," and it is the occasion for a moving 
tribute of faith and love paid to the Queen of 
Heaven... Since this is a perfect occasion, do not fail 
to put repeated emphasis on the recitation of the 
Rosary, the prayer so pleasing to Our Lady. (Paul VI: 
Encyclical on the Month of May. Legion of Mary) 
 

QUOTATIONS ON MARY: "In dangers, in doubts, in difficulties, think of Mary, call upon Mary. Let not her 
name depart from your lips, never suffer it to leave your heart. And that you may obtain the assistance of 
her prayer, neglect not to walk in her footsteps. With her for guide, you shall never go astray; while 
invoking her, you shall never lose heart; so long as she is in your mind, you are safe from deception; while 
she holds your hand, you cannot fall; under her protection you have nothing to fear; if she walks before 
you, you shall not grow weary; if she shows you favor, you shall reach the goal."  
--Saint Bernard of Clairvaux, Father and Doctor of the Church 
 
"If you invoke the Blessed Virgin when you are tempted, she will come at once to your help, and Satan 
will leave you." --St. John Vianney 
 
"When we were little, we kept close to our mother in a dark alley or if dogs barked at us. Now, when we 
feel temptations of the flesh, we should run to the side of our Mother in Heaven, by realizing how she is 
to us, and by means of aspirations. She will defend us and lead us to the light." --St. Josemaria Escriva 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION:  My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this 
moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 
already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
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Please print out below container label to label your own container 

 
Dear Parishioners,  
 

We at Campaign Life Coalition, feel the call to intensify our efforts to bring back a Culture of Life. We 
cannot do it alone, however, and Coins for Life is one of the few fundraising projects we do to help us 
fight the battle for the Sanctity of Life.  
 

Campaign Life Coalition (CLC) is a grassroots organization dedicated to winning this moral struggle with 
the support of caring and principled people like you. CLC accomplishes its work by:  

• Publishing materials to educate people on “life” issues  
• Organizing special events and conferences, e.g., Life Chain, March for Life  
• Summer internship programs for high school and university students  
• Research on public issues  
• Liaising with elected officials nationally and internationally  

 

The methodology of Coins for Life is simple:  
• Print out the container label  
• Label your own container (cottage cheese container is a good example)  
• At the end of the campaign on May 31, 2021 count up the money  
• Send in the money to Campaign Life Coalition by e-transfer to deny@campaignlifecoalition.com  

or a cheque made out to Campaign Life Coalition, please let us know which parish you are from  
• Mail cheque to : Campaign Life Coalition 157 Catharine St. N., 2nd Floor Hamilton, ON, L8L 4S4  
• Families can contact Campaign Life Coalition with their name and address if they wish to be 

thanked in a personal way at lee@campaignlifecoalition.com  or 416-267-7126  
 

Any donation to CLC is greatly appreciated and will help us continue in 
this ongoing battle. We thank you very much for your ongoing support.  
 

With gratitude for Life,  
Jenny Lee  
Coins For Life Project Manager  
Campaign Life Coalition  
416-267-7126  lee@campaignlifecoalition.co 
 

mailto:deny@campaignlifecoalition.com
mailto:lee@campaignlifecoalition.com
mailto:lee@campaignlifecoalition.co
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For your ongoing support of our parish, (including those for the St. Vincent de Paul) may be dropped off 

in person when the church is open for private prayer or sent through the mail. 

 

SUNDAY OFFERING ENVELOPES: 

A set of offering envelopes will be prepared for you to pick up at the parish office.  
 

PRE-AUTHORIZED GIVING: 

This new way of supporting the church is now being offered in 
our parish and many of our parishioners may find this method 
practical and convenient.   
 

Please call the parish office (416-759-9359) for the way of 

giving that is right for you. 

 

TO DONATE ON-LINE: 

Alternately to donate to St. Lawrence Martyr Parish on-line,   
please click here Archdiocese of Toronto and select St. 
Lawrence Martyr Parish from the drop list. 
 

REGISTRATION OF NEW PARISHIONER:  

Please click here. 

https://community.archtoronto.org/page.aspx?pid=404
https://stlawrencemartyr.archtoronto.org/siteassets/blocks/rotators--carousels/rotators/rotator/slides/stl---registration-for-new-parishioners.pdf
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