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Dear Parishioners,  
 
Resurrection Greetings! 
 

It is hard to believe that I am writing my 10th Easter message at St. Lawrence 
the Martyr Church. Despite the challenges of COVID, this time of year is a 
special time to savor the depth of God’s love and to savor Easter Peace.  
 

As we get closer to Easter Sunday, I wanted to be sure to reach out to you 
during this challenging time for so many. 
 

While many of us are physically back at church, I realize some have chosen 
to stay away for a while longer. Please know that we certainly understand 
the desire to stay safe as we continue to go through this unprecedented 
pandemic. 
 

I have little doubt that the Easter Season will seem quite a bit different watching Masses online, or 
quite possibly not at all! I do believe in the tremendous importance of being in church, yet it's a 
different day “for now.” We must accept the fact that we can’t gather in larger numbers.  
 

We all want to get back to “normal” as soon as possible for sure! Yet, “normal” can be different for 
everyone. Someone said for them, “normal is just a setting on their dryer.” 
 

Jesus came to this earth over 2,000 years ago, and His life could be described as anything BUT 
“normal.” He spent about three years in active ministry serving others, loving others, healing others, 
and yet, He died the cruelest of deaths as they hung Him on a cross. 
 

Yet, as you know, that was not the end of the story as three days later, He arose in tremendous 
victory over death! 
 

Regardless of what happens in this world this year, or the next, Jesus has already been there! 
 

He knows about our needs and cares for us with perfect love. 
 

One of my favorite portions of scripture is the following, “Are not two sparrows sold for a copper 
coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father's will. But the very hairs of 
your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.” 
 

Please know today that YOU are valued!  
 

WE love you and miss you and will be here when you are ready to return 
to us unless Jesus comes first, of course! 
 

If there's anything you need, please don't hesitate to contact me. 
 
Enjoy a Blessed Resurrection Sunday! 
 
Father Roy  
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Carissimi Parrocchiani,  

 

Saluti e preghiere a voi da Padre Jimmy Joseph, 

 

Ringraziamo innanzitutto il Signore per averci dato l'opportunità di 

celebrare la Pasqua con gioia e gratitudine. 

 

Spero e prego che queste mie poche righe possano trovarvi nella migliore 

salute. Prima di tutto, voglio farvi sapere che tutti voi siete ricordati nelle 

mie preghiere, specialmente durante la mia Messa quotidiana. Durante 

questo periodo di Pandemìa, continuiamo a pregare e sostenerci uni gli 

altri. Intercediamo il Guaritore Divino che ci dia la forza di attraversare 

questo periodo traumatico e di lotta contro un nemico invisibile. Vi chiedo 

sinceramente di rimanere fedeli. Abbiate sempre fiducia nella Provvidenza 

del Signore e sappiate che certamente anche questo passerà. 

 

“Vide e credette”. Bastava un sepolcro vuoto perché tutto si risolvesse? 

Credo che non fu così facile. Anche nel momento delle sofferenze più dure, 

Giovanni rimane vicino al suo maestro. La ragione non comprende, ma l’amore aiuta il cuore ad 

aprirsi e a vedere. È l’intuizione dell’amore che permette a Giovanni di vedere e di credere prima di 

tutti gli altri. 

 

La gioia di Pasqua matura solo sul terreno di un amore fedele. Un’amicizia che niente e nessuno 

potrebbe spezzare. È possibile? Certo, Io credo che la vita ci abbia insegnato che soltanto Dio può 

procurarci ciò. Allora con un amore fedele riembiamo i nostri cuori con la gioia della Pasqua. 

 

Vi assicuriamo che la famiglia di San Lorenzo, specialmente tutti i membri, sarà ricordata nelle mie 

preghiere quotidiane e nelle Sante Messe che celebro ogni giorno.  Per favore, ricordatevi di noi 

nelle vostre preghiere. 
 

Colgo l'occasione per augurare a voi e alla vostra famiglia le 

Benedizioni della Settimana Santa e di Pasqua. Possa il Signore 

Risorto riempire il vostro cuore pieno di Pace e Gioia.   

 

Vi chiedo la cortesia di condividere questo messaggio con la vostra 

famiglia, amici e vicini di casa. 

 

In unione con il Signore 

 

Con Affetto, Padre Jimmy Joseph, Vice Parroco. 
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EASTER IS THE GREATEST FEAST OF THE CHRISTIAN YEAR  
 

St. John Chrysostom called Easter the "Feast of feasts." Whereas Lenten fasting takes forty days, Easter 
feasting takes a full fifty days! What does it mean to feast? Feasting is not just about what we eat, although 
there are many wonderful foods associated with the Easter feast. According to the Constitution on the 
Sacred Liturgy of the Second Vatican Council, feasts are religious anniversaries commemorating the great 
events of salvation history and the communion of saints. Feasts are to be observed with rejoicing. It is our 
religious duty to feast, that is, to rejoice during the holy days of Eastertime as surely as fasting is our 
religious duty during Lent. 
 

EASTER MEAL PRAYER: 
God of glory, the eyes of all turn to you as we celebrate Christ's 
victory over sin and death. Bless us and this food of our first Easter 
meal. May we who gather at the Lord's Table continue to celebrate 
the joy of his resurrection and be admitted finally to his heavenly 
banquet. Grant this through Christ our Lord. 
 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN TOGETHER,  
with the faithful throughout the world in prayer during this 

worldwide health crisis. 
 

Let us pray that the Lord, in His Mercy, reach out from heaven to 
heal those afflicted with the virus - and intervene by the Power of 
the Holy Spirit - to bring an end to its devastation. 
 

Let us pray for the Church – and for all of her clergy and faithful - 
that she would be a witness to the Power of Living Faith in Jesus 
Christ and share the Good News of Jesus Christ to a world steeped 
in fear and darkness. 

 

Let us pray for those in civil leadership, that the Lord would give them the wisdom they need to make 
right decisions for the health, safety and welfare of people in every Nation. 
 

Let us pray for those in the scientific and medical community, that they would be inspired by the Lord to 
find a cure for this virus. 
 

Let us pray for one another. 
 

And finally, let us believe the words and the promise of Jesus Christ. Even in the midst of this current 
crisis, He is at work, healing, delivering and setting people free from death. 
 

The Father hears our prayers as we turn to Him, in the name of His Son and Our Savior. He sends forth 
the Holy Spirit to heal, inspire and give us hope in this time of despair. The Lord will intervene to help us. 
 

May the Lord bless you, your families, the Church and the Nations of the world. 
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GOSPEL SUMMARY:  
Upon seeing that the 
stone had been removed 
from the tomb, Mary of 
Magdala ran to Simon 
Peter and the disciple 
whom Jesus loved. She 
told them that the Lord 
had been taken from the 
tomb. Peter and the other 
disciple ran to see for 
themselves. The burial cloths were there, but the 
body of Jesus was gone. The disciple whom Jesus 
loved believed, even though neither Peter nor he 
understood the Scripture that Jesus had to rise 
from the dead. 
 

REFLECTION FOR FAMILIES:  
 Things aren’t always as they 
seem. A spilled bottle of 
laundry detergent wasn’t 
mischievous behavior—it was 
your child’s attempt to 
surprise you by doing his or 
her own laundry. Secrets 
whispered behind your back 
weren’t an attempt to hide a 
wrongdoing. They were an 

effort to plan a surprise for you. In today’s Gospel 
reading, Mary of Magdala’s discovery of the empty 
tomb did not mean that Jesus’ body had been 
stolen—it was evidence that Jesus had risen from the 
dead! As Christians, we are invited to look beyond the 
surface, beyond the obvious, and to search for the 
deeper meaning—the deeper truth—that God is 
trying to reveal in the everyday occurrences of life.  
 

BRINGING THE GOSPEL INTO YOUR FAMILY: 
Gather your family together to decorate your family prayer table for the Easter 
season. Place upon the table a white cloth, a candle, a Bible, a cross, and signs 
of the Easter season such as fresh flowers, an Easter egg, a butterfly, and 
anything that symbolizes new life to family members. Talk about ways you can 
be signs of new life to each other and to neighbors and friends throughout the 
Easter season. Even the smallest signs of thoughtfulness and caring can be 
Good News to those in need of Easter joy. 
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DISCUSSION STARTERS: 
1. My favorite Easter symbol is ... because... 
2. Mary Magdalene recognized Jesus' voice when 
he called her name. One time I know Jesus called 
my name when... 
3. Someone I will share the Good News of Easter 
with is ... because ...? 
 

Reprinted with permission from www.FaithFirst.com, a Web 
resource of RCL Benziger, Cincinnati OH 

 
FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Please remember in your 
prayers: those who are sick 
and for those who love and 
minister to them –John Miceli, 
Gianna Ramzi, Francisco 
William, Stephanie Solomon, 
Antonio Sorbera, Bill Mattews, Vanessa Melone, 
Rosemarie Sorbera, Amelia Barroso, Joey 
Bagnato, Alicia Alvares, Charlie Abreu, Bill Cook, 
Tony Tersigni. 

 
VOCATION REFLECTION:   
The glorious Feast of the 
Resurrection of Christ 
proclaims, forever, that life 
is greater than death. Jesus 
commanded us to preach 
this good news to all 
peoples in all places at all 

times. If you feel God is calling you to minister in 
His Church as a priest, religious or deacon, call Fr. 
Matthew McCarthy, Director of Vocations, 
Archdiocese of Toronto. Tel No. 416-968-0997  
Email vocations@archtoronto.org     Website https://www.vocationstoronto.ca 

mailto:vocations@archtoronto.org
https://www.vocationstoronto.ca/
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STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION:   
Recognizing the Risen Lord. Rejoice, the Lord is risen, truly He is risen! 

Today is the Solemnity of Solemnities, the most holy day in the 
Church’s calendar. Let us take a moment to rejoice in the glory of the 
resurrection. These past forty days we’ve been preparing for this 
great feast where we will be met with the risen Christ. However, let 
us ask ourselves, how often do we fail to recognize Him in our daily 
lives?  
In the Gospel today, we hear the account of Jesus appearing to Mary 
Magdalene. Mary is face-toface with Jesus risen from the dead and 
yet she didn’t recognize Him. She has spent the last couple years of 

her life following Him and now she cannot even identify Him as the man before her. While we may be 
quick to judge Mary, we should remember that Christ makes Himself present to us in countless ways that 
we often don’t perceive.  
 

One way that Jesus comes to us is through our neighbour. St. Teresa of Calcutta says “I see Jesus in every 
human being. I say to myself, this is hungry Jesus, I must feed him. This is sick Jesus. This one has leprosy 
or gangrene; I must wash him and tend to him. I serve because I love Jesus.” This Easter, let us rejoice in 
Jesus’ resurrection and seek to find Him in our 
neighbours. The same way that we would run 
to serve Christ, let us serve Christ dwelling in 
those around us and fully live out our call of 
stewardship.  
 

Summary: These past forty days we’ve been 

preparing for this great feast where we will be 
met with the risen Christ yet how often do we 
fail to recognize Him in our daily lives? St. 
Teresa of Calcutta believes that we encounter 
Jesus through our neighbour as she says “I see 
Jesus in every human being. I say to myself, this 
is hungry Jesus, I must feed him.” This Easter, 
let us rejoice in Jesus’ resurrection and seek to 
find and serve Him in our neighbour by being 
good stewards. 
 

 

S H A R E L I F E 
The pandemic has significantly impacted the needs of those suffering within our community, creating an 
increased demand for the work of our ShareLife-funded agencies, and more funding is required from the 
annual ShareLife appeal. It is the greatest need our agencies have ever witnessed and we are being called 
to rise to the challenge to support them. With your help, ShareLife will continue to be there, living the 
Gospel by providing for those in need.  April 18th is ShareLife Sunday. Please give generously. 
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For your ongoing support of our parish, (including those for the St. Vincent de Paul) may be dropped off 

in person when the church is open for private prayer or sent through the mail. 
 

 

SUNDAY OFFERING ENVELOPES: 

A set of offering envelopes will be prepared for you to pick up at 
the parish office. 
 

PRE-AUTHORIZED GIVING: 

This new way of supporting the church is now being offered in 
our parish and many of our parishioners may find this method 
practical and convenient.   
 

Please call the parish office (416-759-9359) for the way of giving 

that is right for you. 
 

TO DONATE ON-LINE: 

Alternately to donate to St. Lawrence Martyr Parish on-line,   
please click here Archdiocese of Toronto and select St. Lawrence 
Martyr Parish from the drop list. 
 

https://community.archtoronto.org/page.aspx?pid=404
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