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New Year Greetings! 

 

We often hear the words “Hindsight is 20/20,” but I want to share 

these words with you today; “2020 is Hindsight”. 
 

I've been waiting to share those words for many months as the 

year 2020 held challenges we have never seen before. Individuals, 

families, churches, businesses, and governments worldwide have 

been impacted due to the Global Pandemic. 
 

I don't want to be a “downer,” but I think it is essential to give a 

reminder that simply because the calendar has now flipped to a New Year doesn't mean all our troubles 

are behind us. I have little doubt that 2021 will still hold many situations that will require us to look to 

God for answers. 
 

As we forge ahead into 2021, isn't it good to know that we serve a God who never changes? Hebrews 13:8 

says, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” 
 

While this past year may have left a few scars along the way in all our lives, I pray that we do not dwell on 

those things. May we have the strength to look back and learn, but look forward and be inspired! 
 

The Apostle Paul saw this as vital to continual growth in God. In his letter to the Philippians, he said: 

“Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which 

are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of 

the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” 
 

As we look forward to 2021, experience tells us that we have no idea all the New Year will hold. Yet, we 

can also rest assured that the same God who brought us through this past year will continue to be there 

for us “if” we reach out to Him. 
 

There's a beautiful old song that has a line like this: “Many things about tomorrow I don't seem to 

understand, but I know who holds tomorrow and I know who holds my hand.” 
 

2020 is Hindsight!  
 

Now, on to 2021! May it be a year that we ALL grow closer to our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

Blessings in Christ,  
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CHRIST’S BAPTISM FORESHADOWS OUR OWN:  
At first glance, the Baptism of the Lord might seem an 
odd feast. Since the Catholic Church teaches that the 
Sacrament of Baptism is necessary for the remission of 
sins, particularly Original Sin, why was Christ baptized? 
After all, He was born without Original Sin, and He lived 
His entire life without sinning. Therefore, He had no need 
of the sacrament, as we do. 
 

In submitting Himself humbly to the baptism of St. John 
the Baptist, however, Christ provided the example for the 
rest of us. If even He should be baptized, though He had 
no need of it, how much more should the rest of us be 

thankful for this sacrament, which frees us from the darkness of sin and incorporates us into the Church, 
the life of Christ on earth! His Baptism, therefore, was necessary--not for Him, but for us. 
 

Many of the Fathers of the Church, as well as the medieval Scholastics, saw Christ's Baptism as the 
institution of the sacrament. His Flesh blessed the water, and the descent of the Holy Spirit (in the form 
of a dove) and the voice of God the Father announcing that this was His Son, in Whom He was well 
pleased, marked the beginning of Christ's public ministry. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 1.7-11: 
John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

In his preaching he proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than 
I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized 
by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, 
he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove 
on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

GOSPEL SUMMARY:  
Most of Mark’s accounts of the events in Jesus’ life are short and to the point. 
The account of Jesus’ Baptism given in today’s Gospel illustrates this. In a few 
brief sentences Mark tells of the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River by John 
the Baptist. The brevity of the final verse of the passage makes it unclear 
whether Jesus alone heard the voice that came from the heavens, or if everyone 
who witnessed his Baptism heard the same. What is clear from the words is the 
special relationship Jesus had with God the Father.  
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REFLECTION FOR PARENTS:  

The final words of today’s 
Gospel are wonderful 
words for us to bestow 
upon our children. Who 
is not encouraged by the 
reminder that they are a 
beloved son or daughter? 

What child, at any age, does not long to hear 
from a parent, “With you I am well pleased?” 
Today is a good day to think about how often you 
take the time to lavish words of love and praise 
upon your child. Take time to be still and let your 
heavenly Father lavish those same words of love 
and praise upon you. 
 
BRINGING THE GOSPEL INTO YOUR FAMILY:  
Set out pictures, 
candles, white 
garments, and other 
reminders of the 
Baptisms of family 
members. Recall the 
celebrations. Remind 
your family that the promises made at Baptism 
include: being taught to practice our faith, 
keeping God’s Commandments, and loving God 
and neighbor. Talk about how family members 
are living out these baptismal promises today.  
 
DISCUSSION STARTERS:  

1. My favorite part of 
the celebration of 
Baptism is . . . because...  
2. One of the baptismal 
promises I need to work 
harder at is . . . 
3. Someone who makes 
me feel special and 
loved is . . . 

Reprinted with permission from www.FaithFirst.com, a 
Web resource of RCL Benziger 
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FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Please remember in your 
prayers: those who are sick 
and for those who love and 
minister to them –John 
Miceli, Gianna Ramzi, 
Francisco William, Stephanie 
Solomon, Antonio Sorbera, 
Bill Mattews, Vanessa 
Melone, Rosemarie Sorbera, 
Amelia Barroso, Joey Bagnato, Alicia Alvares, 
Charlie Abreu. 
 

VOCATION REFLECTION:  
As John the Baptist 
introduced the people of 
his time to Jesus “a voice 
from heaven said, ‘This is 
my Son, the Beloved, with 
whom I am well pleased.’”  
Perhaps God is calling you 
to do the same in our time 
as a priest, deacon, or 
religious. 

If God is calling you, contact:  
Fr. Matthew McCarthy  
Vocation Director Archdiocese of Toronto.  
Tel No. 416-968-0997   
Email vocations@archtoronto.org  
Website https://www.vocationstoronto.ca/ 
 
PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL:   
St. Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. Be our 
protection against the 
wickedness and the snares 
of the Devil. May God 
rebuke him, we humbly 
pray, and do thou, O Prince 
of the heavenly hosts, by 
the power of God, thrust 
into hell Satan and all the 
evil spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen. 

mailto:vocations@archtoronto.org
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STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION: 

 
Living out our Baptismal Mission This Sunday we celebrate the feast of the 

Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River. On this feast day we are invited to reflect 

on the meaning and importance of our own baptism as well. St. Gregory of 

Nazianzus beautifully expresses that “Baptism is God's most beautiful and 

magnificent gift.” But why is baptism so important? The Catechism states that 

“Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the 

Spirit and the door which gives access to the other sacraments. Through Baptism 

we are freed from sin and reborn as sons of God; we become members of Christ, 

are incorporated into the Church and made sharers in her mission” (CCC 1213). 

Baptism gives us our identity as beloved children of God as well as anoints us for 

mission. This baptismal mission can be readily lived out through our 

commitment to stewardship.  

As stewards, we are called to gratefully 

recognize that our time and talents are gifts 

from God and then strive to generously offer 

them back to Christ within our parish 

community. One concrete resolution we can 

adopt this New Year is to look into the various 

ministries at the parish and see which one allows 

us to best offer our gifts. If we currently do not 

take part in any parish groups, let us remember 

that it is never too late to start. Let us recommit 

to our baptismal call of stewardship and joyfully serve Christ and His Church.  

 

Summary: As we celebrate Jesus` baptism we are also called to reflect on our 

own baptism which gave us our identity as beloved children of God as well as 

anointed us for mission. We can live out this mission by gratefully recognizing 

that our time and talents are gifts from God and then striving to generously offer 

them back to Christ within our parish community. This New Year, let us look 

into the various ministries at the parish and see which one allows us to best offer 

our gifts as true stewards. 
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For your ongoing support of our parish, (including those for the St. Vincent 

de Paul) may be dropped off in person when the church is open for private 

prayer or sent through the mail. 

 

PRE-AUTHORIZED GIVING: 

This new way of supporting the 

church is now being offered in our 

parish and many of our parishioners 

may find this method practical and 

convenient.  Please call the parish 

office if this way of giving is right for 

you. 

 

DONATE NOW: 

Alternately we ask you to consider 

your support of the parish by or 

single or monthly donations through 

the “Donate now” button 

at www.archtoronto.org or at 

stlawrencemartyr.archtoronto.org. 

 

TO DONATE BY CREDIT CARD (Donate Now) 
 

Go to St. Lawrence Website or Click this link >  https://stlawrencemartyr.archtoronto.org/      

At the top right-hand of the page, find the hand (donate now) and click 

  

   
 

This will take you to the Archdiocese of Toronto page → Click the button "click here to donate" 

Next page is Where is your Parish? → select "Durham and Scarborough" 

Next page is Donation page. Please complete the form.  

 For Parish → click the arrow down, select "St. Lawrence Martyr Parish, Scarborough" 

After completing the form > click the button "Donate Now" 
 

 
We will continue to update you as the situation evolves through our parish 

website. We pray that you and your loved ones remain safe and healthy.  

http://www.archtoronto.org/
https://stlawrencemartyr.archtoronto.org/
https://stlawrencemartyr.archtoronto.org/
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St. Lawrence Martyr Parish 
 

2210 Lawrence Ave. East, Scarborough, ON M1P 2P9 

Phone: 416-759-9359 FAX: 416-759-6725 

http://stlawrencemartyr.archtoronto.org  E-mail: stlawrence.archtoronto@rogers.com 
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