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v the Bull of Twdiction of +

1

Mear 2.02.5, Pope Francls wr

exervone, may the Jubilee be

of genunine, persoval enconnter with the

ne Jubilee

t+es: “For
a _moment

Lord Jesus, the “door” .(cf. . In A0:7F,49)
of our salvation” (Spes Now Lonfundit 1).
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https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/20240509_spes-non-confundit_bolla-giubileo2025.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/20240509_spes-non-confundit_bolla-giubileo2025.html
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is a relatively “recent” phenomenon. The first
Jubilee Year was officially instituted by
Pope Bouniface VITT in AD 1300 and was
meawt to be celebrated exery 100 vears.
The wext Popes shortened it £o.50 years,
after the example of the Biblical Jubilee.

<;>J

Tw the praxis of the Clhureh, the Jubilee
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Ninety vears later,
a cvucle of 23 years(AD 13490), to under-

Pope Urkavn VT introduced

line the length of Lhrist’s earthly life.

Poanl TT

Ivn AD 1470, Pore |
current praxis.(every.2.5 years) to allow each

AENEY AT

established the

W adl

flov o participate in |+ at.least ouce
fetime (making it more accessible).
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The current praxis shows the Canreh a< a Wiother,
who wants God to break into our time and to
renew our lives & history, thus opening her
spiritual treasures and making thew available
toall, offering the graces of conversion, Le-
newal,.foraiveness, &.freedom, and guiding ounr
steps towards our enconnter with +he Lord.!

1See e Vaticon Document for the Great Jubdlee of Hne ear 2000, “Wineart 1s a Hely Mear: The History of the J mla’ll@@J



https://www.vatican.va/jubilee_2000/docs/documents/ju_documents_17-feb-1997_history_en.html
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Historically, the first Jubilee “was preceded

by a jourvey of arace” (Srces Non Confundit 5
mentions the areat “Lelestinian Pardon”

- L'Agquila, ina12.94; the “Pardon of Assisi,”
1246, and of “Santiano de.Compostela,” md2.2.2.).
This link of the Jubilee Year with the experiences
of \ourvevy and For?w@wess has Biblical Roots .2

2 See IS, Bergsima, Jesus and 1hie Jubilee: Thie Bivlical Roots of 1he Year of Giod's Faver (Stewsenville: Emmans
Rood, 2024). CF, also, Td., Jesus and +he Jubilee; Reflections for 1he Jubilee Yean2025 (Coatecnetica Review). kS



https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/20240509_spes-non-confundit_bolla-giubileo2025.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/20240509_spes-non-confundit_bolla-giubileo2025.html
https://franciscanathome.com/sites/default/files/tcr-article-pdf-downloads/2.%20John%20Bergsma%20-%20Jesus%20and%20the%20Jubilee.pdf
https://franciscanathome.com/sites/default/files/tcr-article-pdf-downloads/2.%20John%20Bergsma%20-%20Jesus%20and%20the%20Jubilee.pdf
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the term “Jubilee” derives from the Heb, 5ai. (uole
that 1s the  "ram s norn’{alse knewn

e 45 001, Shiorar) blown to mark

Y the 50t year (¢f. Lev 25 & 2.7),

)

/
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Ou the Dav of Atonement (Mom Kippur),
the sound of the usbél (or shépdr) heralded
the beainning of the Jubilee Year, as the
Book of Leviticus explicitly prescrives.>
smar lACEA ot e center of the Torah,
(\}*\ Levitieus 1s ofcentral importance.
']C{\é\j > See J.E. Hartley, Leviticus, WBC 3 (Dallas: Word Books, 1442.), 423-34; and J.S. Bergsma, 10

The Jubilee from Leviticus 1o Quimran: A History of Tnterpretation (Leiden: Brill: 2007).
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The Book. beains with God’s call of Moses
(Heb. 8apm) and is His word about cult, litueay,
and Jaoliness (cf..LevA9:2,; P+ AD43, WMt 5:45:
1A:214; and Lk 0:20). Therefore, the Jubilee is

e STEICEI connected with our holiness

C ¥ and our relationship with the Lord.
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To understand Leviticns and Jubilee
(Lev. 2.5) we must recall the context:
thegpeoprle have been freed from tlae
slavery of Eaupt and are wew encomeed
e At e foot of Mount Sinai, still in the
st esert (qaTn > T,H0s 2.46), with o land,

—
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Tsrael’s.identity, existence, and holiness
rest on the foundation of one experience:
+A@ txoaus (vs. the possession of a land),
., the vower of God’s Word to set his
people free from all forms of slavery. ITn Lev. this
S0P experience is reivterpreted as scpar-

N adtioufsanctification (el W), for amission.

€
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Just as the Tsraelites are called to holiness and
freedom becaunse they belona to the Lord
(cf. Lev.25:42.,.55) and canvot behave.like all
othner peoples (Lev . 2.2.27-23), o400 do Time and
Land (Gend; Exod1a5; Le.252.3 ). Giod sanctifies] J
f* @ -crurates themdegysadaatinJidee) and. siartcnes
oA ﬂ/}@\/ﬂ fromthe.savenito work (6f. Bxed 114,545
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The sound of the ram’s horw (usvél/shopar)
evokes (od’s own Voice on Sinal, which is

cal

ed “\oice of shophar

ond 1s +

s a memorialeofatlne coNenant

[Rafwn Yl (Bxd1944),

and of the ‘Noicelsound” of God’s mer.cy

FRP (.9, Lom Kippur, Jubilee, the ram God

provided in place of

[ saac’s sacrifice)

N

15



Qﬁff‘éi n
mq: LORMS;,

Jubilee 20257

Tw Lev 25, the Jubilee is described as a special time

of rest avd freedom: the |20 must vot e worked or

sovm . (WVA44).

T+t is thus a vear of trust in God’s
arace and providence (V. 19-24;cf Wt 625,21 24\

wlnevl (a0d teaches 1< to be free from work, money,

———————————— — . &

CRP, 2ropeties and sius (slaves had to e set free,

‘d

@ | properties returved, delots cancelled, sivs forainen)

16
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is was meant to reflect the founding and mos+
Wmportant.exent of

Tsrael’s nistory: they were

a e of <

ones onosen iy God o become a people

sedfiee A

- Hhe cewtre of the Jubilee is Haus the

- LY
So@ time of
= S AN
W £ (X
7, B

Shewma, the love of God and neighbour. T+ is a

economical); an invitation to freedom

spiritualgceneaal . (mot ouly.social-

.

17
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T+ was also a time to remember one’s history and
call +onoliness, the memorial and.cenewal of oue’s
coenant with God, a new beaivuna, a chance
to encoumnter God in His Fulness of mercu, faith:
fulness, and providence (ef. No.50 as IxF+H, i.e./

FRP 4 At of Dous, Weeks [Snonvuiotf Petecost],

19
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Mo shall commt seven weeks of vears — seven times seven

vears...fortyive vyears” (Lev. 25%) and “Non shall treat

the fiftieth vear as sacred” (Lev 2540). Both Jewish
and. Cancela Fatiners explaiv the No 50 of the Feast.of
et as.44 (ﬂ/\@ perfect uamboer: 7><7) +,whdhis

=

GREof e MessianicRest, dne. 3 day, the fullpess,
takendiomPacadise, frometerviallifes 2B |

| (@Lf 4 See, e, Phillo of Alexandria, The Special Laws 2.20; Greopny Nogianeew, Festal Ordtion ou Fevtecost 4.2, and 1 q
“ Jean Daiélon, The Bile and 1€ Liturgy (Notre Dame: Wiy, of Notre Dame Bress, 1956), 22.2-2, 219-22.



https://www.earlyjewishwritings.com/text/philo/book28.html
https://www.earlyjewishwritings.com/text/philo/book28.html
https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/310241.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/310241.htm
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The aift of the Holy Spirit (Pevtecost) is infact

the crowning of the entire work of salvation ac-
complished by God in Carist (without the Soicit

of the Risen Christ [iVing within us the event of
Jrl/]@?@smrmmom caniot e made present v thes

Clauecn). The 50 Doy of Baster is the Fullness

of (ed wiinn vs Haroug the gift of His Spirit

20
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Analogounsly, the 50 Mear (Juvilec) celebrates
the Fullness of Times, the time of the Messiah
(cf. Dang:2.4-25, in which Gabriel prophesiés 46
Paviel the coming of a 733 mwn, lit. “an avolwted
ruler.” after seventy sevens/weeks of years,
FRP 1.6, A0 ears,from Cyrus’ edict to reluild
Q\ ~ Jerusalem, n.53/2.BC, after the exile).2

/ 5‘!’\/1@ 50™ day was also called mg, lit. “closing, conclusion.” See, e.q., Flavius Josephus, Jewish 21
Antiguities 2:252.; & WMishwah, Chagiaah 2.4.



https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0146%3Abook%3D3%3Asection%3D252
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0146%3Abook%3D3%3Asection%3D252
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0146%3Abook%3D3%3Asection%3D252
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Chagigah.2.4?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Chagigah.2.4?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
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Prophetically, the Jublee anticipates the coming !
of atime of umiversal salvationsilv. Luke’s.Goskel, v
the Synagogue of Nazareth, Jesus announces
the comivna of a-“Near” of grace from the Lord,
“which is a description of the veadr of &

Jubilee,”® i +< verytulfilment (e 446-21):

CNET, v. 70, 1 Luke 449, Cf. Daniélon, The Bible and the Liturgy, 22.2-26, 219-32. 23



https://netbible.org/bible/Luke+4
https://netbible.org/bible/Luke+4
https://netbible.org/bible/Luke+4
https://netbible.org/bible/Luke+4
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His whole wmission is described here as a proclamation
of “liverty” to captives and “freedom” to the oppressed.
B\ zfstilaevis.Goseel, Hae.evtirenistond.ofisalvadiongs
ANAACAEBE2 ¥ ¢ 4l 00/S 10| Ay () AVl CUSYEACH
RUEIIRACR 22 220 opvest £ uaines ). Jesits 3
manaurates the F series of F generations!

—
24
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Tv other words, He is the begining of a vew eov,
 Juewlife (cf it 11:2.0). He Himselfis Hhe Jubilee.
) | — :

Vsm& S @m.emﬁoms

fulfilment of the eutire. OTF Fs 10
o] 7). e fillel einess é)

%

V %
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Jesus Christ himself is, therefore, the
tinal, everlasting and definitive Jubilee,
the Fullness of Times, the ram which God

_provided for us o <ove us from destn (ef.Gen 2241044
wlae ook onarlace & dedfor Us. (chAdn2.2.240) i%’

e “Volce/somnd” (11001 ) of God's merey,
— |

26
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Christ is the “door” +o Heaven that has been

.,ape.vn edfor.us (cf Mt+240;, Jw10:7,.9;-

W.estan

Renv4944)!
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Tw Hhis Holy Juvllee Mear of Hope, Hae Door is still wide
oben, so too are the treasure chests of Heaven.
Wietunstenter talsatullness.oficlime. Let.Godssullness

LReadeSIER Lei2 Gl 238530222 ) May welive, omnl}i&

Uaceedom, for.Onristians lhave been set free &
from all vonds of eartia slaveries (cf%m%i\éx )

—
29
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Peter’'s Successor, HaeHoluFather, has.malocked the
ol Door for us.in.Carist’s name. (6f. Wt 4G9 RNAAD).
Mlgsoitics . ofuneicy and cialateovnsness aedifted: o
“wonds laaveveen ioken. (6F.2s. 2431 D51 0d BAG
Let us ewter the doors of salvation, the Jubile &
Hne Commummion of Saivts, tHne Hol Triny, Aines

29






https://allesorgentidellafede.com/
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